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Put plans in fast lane
Jaime Shurmer

DESPITE a pessimistic crowd,
Armadale MLA Tony Buti
launched a campaign last
Monday afternoon calling for
the council to fast-track plans
for a year-round pool.

Members of local swim-
ming clubs and the Armadale
Water Walkers were among
the attendees of the poolside
launch at the Armadale Aqua-
tic Centre.

Master Swimming Club
member Mary Plant said the
club had nearly 40 members,
but every winter they had to
train at a school in Lesmurdie,
reducing training opportuni-
ties from three times a week to
just once or twice.

Margaret Long said the Ar-

CLUBS CALL FOR YEAR-ROUND POOL BY 2015
madale Kelmscott Swimming
Club could not secure a profes-
sional coach if it did not have
winter access to a pool and
said it would help keep young
people off the streets to have
year-round access to a pool.

Members of the Water Walk-
ers joked they would not be
around by the time the city's
year-round pool was built.

Mr Buti issued petitions,
which he intends to circulate
for six months, then present to
the City of Armadale.

"It's going to be hard, I'm not
promising anything, but we've
got to be optimistic," Mr Buti
told the crowd.

"Our view is that we cannot

wait until 2020."
The City plans to build a $25

million indoor aquatic facility
over four years from 2018.

But the 25m indoor pool
will not open until the new fa-
cility is complete, so residents
could be waiting 10 years from
now to see a year-round pool in
their area.

Several people told Com-
ment News on Monday they did
not want an indoor pool, but an
outdoor heated pool instead.

Some called for a hy-
drotherapy pool but Armadale
chief executive Ray Tame told
Comment News hydrotherapy
was ruled out because it was
costly to keep water at a high-

er temperature. The hospital
has no plans for a hydrothera-
py pool either, referring people
to aquatic centres elsewhere.

THE DETAILS

• The expense of the pro-
posed facility has prompted
the City to delay building it.
• In the short term, a $4.3
million refurbishment of the
existing aquatic centre was
recently completed,
• The proposed aquatic facili-
ty would include water fea-
tures, meeting and function
rooms, an integrated gymna-
sium and creche.


